Earth Day Book Checklist
For Grades Pre-K - 2:
Compost Stew by Mary McKenna Siddals
From eggshells to wiggly worms, this delightful recipe features items--some
familiar and some not so--that are fit for the home compost bin and will
nourish our planet. Vibrant collage illustrations use recycled and found
materials to further a timely message.

Discussion Questions:
1) What is something you eat regularly that can be composted?

Topic Focus:
Consumption &
Waste

2) Now that we know what goes into our compost, what are ways we can
add to our compost piles in our everyday lives? How can we contribute at
school? How can we contribute at home?
3) After your next meal, sort your food waste into what is compostable and
what isn’t!

Why Should I Save Water? By Jen Green
With amusing pictures and simple text, this book teaches children that water
is a precious natural resource and should be used wisely. The book not only
allows children to understand environmental change and recognize it in their
surroundings, but also help children understand how our environment can
be improved and sustained.

Discussion Questions:
1) What are some of the ways water plays a role in your life?

Topic Focus: Water
Conservation

2) What is an activity you would no longer be able to do without water?
3) What is one way you can save water daily?

Every Breath We Take: A Book About Air by Maya Ajmera
and Dominique Browning
This book demonstrates that clean air is essential for plants, animals, and
people to live healthy lives. It explores both the ways our air can be dirtied
and how it can become clean.

Discussion Questions:
1) What sounds does air carry in your yard?

Topic Focus: Air
Quality

2) What is something that makes the air smell in your community?

3) What do you think some differences are between your indoor air and
outdoor air?

Earth Day Book Checklist
Kenya's Art by Linda Trice
Over spring vacation, Kenya's visit to a museum's recycling exhibit
and a walk through her neighborhood with her dad inspires her to
use her old, broken toys and other items to make art with her
family. Now she's prepared to teach her whole class how to
Recycle! Reuse! Make Art!

Topic Focus:
Consumption & Waste

Discussion Questions:
1) What is something you typically throw away that could be reused?
2) How would you reuse it?
3) Make a craft from recycled materials!

For Grades 3 - 5
Please Don’t Paint our Planet Pink! By Gregg Kleiner
What if we could see the carbon dioxide in our atmosphere? A young boy
in this story uses his ability to see carbon dioxide as a pink gas to learn
about carbon, caring, carpooling, and climate change.

Discussion Questions:
1) What do you think your neighborhood would look like if you could see
carbon dioxide like Wilbur?

Topic Focus:
Climate Change

2) What do you think is the biggest source of carbon dioxide in your
community? Why?
3) What are some ways carbon dioxide could be decreased in your home,
school, or community?

What If There Were No Bees? A Book About the Grassland
Ecosystem by Suzanne Buckingham Slade
Grassland ecosystems can be found on nearly every continent. Countless
animals and plants live in them. So what difference could the loss of one
animal species make? Follow the chain reactions and discover how
important honeybees are.

Topic Focus:
Biodiversity

Discussion Questions:
1) What is one new thing you learned about bees in this book?
2) How do bees play an important role in our lives?
3) What are some things we would no longer have if we didn’t have bees?
4) How could you protect bees in your community?

Earth Day Book Checklist
One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by Rochelle
Straus
This book looks at all the water on earth—in the atmosphere, the oceans,
lakes, rivers, and rain as “one well” that all life needs to survive. The book
examines both the use and abuse of water, as well as the importance of
conserving and protecting a not-so-limitless resource.

Discussion Questions:
1) Which of your daily activities uses the most water?

Topic Focus: Water
Conservation

2) What is one thing you could change about your daily routine to conserve
water?

3) How could you encourage your family and community members to
conserve water?

For Grades 6 - 9
Heroes of the Environment: True Stories of People Who
Are Helping to Protect Our Planet by Harriet Rohmer
This inspiring book presents the true stories of 12 people from across North
America who have done great things for the environment, from a famous
Mexican wrestler who works to protect turtles and whales to a young
teenage girl who figured out how to remove an industrial pollutant in the
Ohio river!

Topic Focus:
Environmental
Stewardship

Discussion Questions:
1) Which of these stories resonated with you the most? Why?
2) If you were able to solve a single environmental issue, which one would
you solve and why?
3) How can you be a hero of the environment in your home, school, or
community?

The Wondrous Workings of Planet Earth: Understanding
our World and its Ecosystems by Rachel Ignotofsky
Making earth science accessible and entertaining through art, maps, and
infographics, this book explains how our planet works—and how we can
protect it—from its diverse ecosystems and their inhabitants, to the levels of
ecology, the importance of biodiversity, the cycles of nature, and more.

Topic Focus:
Biodiversity & Natural
Processes

Discussion Questions:
1) How do different natural processes play a role in your life?
2) What living and non-living things make up your ecosystem?
3) What are some resources the we must use wisely in order to protect
life on our planet? How could we go about conserving these resources?

Earth Day Book Checklist
World Without Fish by Mark Kulansky

Topic Focus:
Sustainable Food

Written by a master storyteller, World Without Fish connects all the dots—
biology, economics, evolution, politics, climate, history, culture, food, and
nutrition—in a way that students can really understand. It describes how the
fish we most commonly eat, including tuna, salmon, cod, swordfish—even
anchovies— could disappear within fifty years, and the domino effect it
would have: the oceans teeming with jellyfish and turning pinkish orange
from algal blooms, the seabirds disappearing, then reptiles, then mammals.
It describes the back-and-forth dynamic of fishermen, who are the original
environmentalists, and scientists, who not that long ago considered fish an
endless resource. It explains why fish farming is not the answer—and why
sustainable fishing is, and how to help return the oceans to their natural
ecological balance.

Discussion Questions:
1) Why were Charles Darwin's ideas controversial?
2) Why do all species depend upon large numbers in order to survive?
How does the dependency relate to the idea of biodiversity?
3) In what ways do fish depend on each other?
4) If there were to be a large-scale extinction of marine life, what types of
marine life may be able to survive? What would allow these creatures to
do so?
5) How would a decline in sea creatures affect land mammals?

